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CHAPTER-VI

A REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE OF STATUTORY AND AUTONOMOUS BODIES UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL OF MINISTRY OF CULTURE


Ministry of Culture has 33-autonomous/statutory bodies under its administrative control. Out of the 33 organizations, 7 are Zonal Cultural Centres established in various regions.  These autonomous/statutory bodies are functioning in different areas of culture namely, museums, libraries, anthropology/ethnology, performing, plastic and literary arts, Buddhist and Tibetan studies, archival libraries, etc. On reviewing the performance of these institutions for the last two years i.e. 2005-06 and 2006-07 (upto December), it has been found by the Ministry that they are doing a commendable job in achieving the objectives and the goals for which they have been set up.

ZONAL CULTURAL CENTRES (ZCCs)

Zonal Cultural Centres (ZCCs) are engaged in creative development of Indian culture in various regions. The Ministry of Culture has established seven Zonal Cultural Centres in different parts of the country.  These are (i) Eastern Zonal Cltural Centre, (EZCC) Kolkata (ii) North Central Zone Cultural Centre (NCZCC), Allahabad (iii) North East Zone Cultural Centre (NEZCC), Dimapur (iv) North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC), Patiala (v) South Central Zone Cultural Centre (SCZCC), Nagpur (vi) South Zone Cultural Centre (SZCC), Thanjavur and (vii) West Zone Cultural Centre (WZCC), Udaipur.  The essential thrust of Zonal Cultural Centers has been to create cultural awareness among the people and to identify, nurture and promote the vanishing art forms/traditions in the rural and semi-urban areas of various states. The activities of the seven zonal cultural centers were closely monitored and reviewed from time to time by the Ministry. The programmes undertaken by the ZCCs have been found to be quite effective among the mass, especially among the artists community from various fields of culture. In order to enhance the self-reliance for undertaking programmes, the Ministry had provided Rs. 5 crore to each ZCC  towards their initial corpus. This was augmented by an additional corpus of Rs. 5 crore to each ZCC during the 10th Five Year Plan period. The Ministry also releases funds directly to implement the schemes like National Cultural Exchange Programmes, Guru-Shishya Parampara, Theatre Rejuvenation, Documentation of vanishing arts forms, establishment of Shilpgrams. National Folk Dance Festival (Lok Tarang) and organizing Republic Day Crafts Fair every year. During March, 2006, ZCCs in association with Sangeet Natak Akademi organized a North-East festival called ‘Octave’.  It is proposed to make ‘Octave’ an annual festival in the coming years. The overall performance of the ZCC has been found to be quite impressive during the years under review.  The activities of the seven ZCCs were closely monitored and reviewed from time to time by the Ministry.  

AKADEMIES

The Ministry of Culture has three National Academies and the National School of Drama (NSD) functioning under it.  The Sangeet Natak Akademi (SNA), Sahitya Akademi (SA) and Lalit Kala Akademi (LKA), which have completed fifty years, have celebrated their Golden Jubilee by organizing various programmes in their respective fields all over India. They have undertaken a self-evaluation of their various programmes and made necessary corrections to keep pace with the modern times.  The programmes have been accordingly restructured by these akademies so that the artists communities in their respective field have been benefited at the optimum level. However, the Ministry has been continuously reviewing the performance of these Akademies. Necessary administrative and financial discipline was ensured during the last two years in the functioning of these organizations. In case of National School of Drama, the functions carried out by them and the schemes implemented by them have been constantly reviewed by the Ministry and it has been found that the NSD has done a yeomen service in developing the dramatics and theatre institutions in the country. All these institutions have full-fledged General Council and Executive Committees and their functioning has been found to be in order.  NSD and LKA have undertaken activities in which other countries have also started participating. Sangeet Natak Akademi organized Days of Russian Culture and also a North East Festival viz., OCTAVE in association with Zonal Cultural Centres in which number of artists from North East Region participated.  In keeping with the changing trends in the global cultural relationships, NSD and LKA particularly have undertaken activities in which other countries have begun to participate, as in the case of the ‘Theatre Utsav’ of NSD and the ‘11th Triennale’ of the LKA. The SNA has introduced a new scheme, namely,  national award to young artists under the title ‘Bismilla Khan Yuva Puruskar’ from 2006-07.

MUSEUMS

Museums are repositories of nation’s valuable treasures.  They play a positive and important role in modeling people’s tastes and making them aware of the history and heritage of the country and depict the creative talents available in India.  We are striving to change Museums into multi-cultural complexes engaged in promotion of art, education, research and appreciation.  The Ministry reviews the performance of the museums under it regularly and provides necessary guidance and financial support.  In these days, a lot of emphasis is given on utilizing Information Technology in display and documentation of artifacts and other display objects.  Attention has been given to modernization of galleries of the museums to make them at par with international standards.  In this context photo documentation and digitization to be undertaken by these Museums becomes significant. Museums are also playing a vital role in reaching out to masses and children through their cultural and educational activities.  Salient features of the review of performance of the museums during 2005-06 & 2006-07 (up to December 2006) are as follows.

INDIAN MUSEUM, KOLKATA

The Indian Museum, Kolkata, was set up in accordance with the Indian Museum Act 1910, is the largest and oldest institution of its kind in India.  It houses unique treasures of Indian and foreign art objects representing centuries of cultural ethos and traditions. The museum has vast repository of paintings, including a few rare ones, sculptures, bronzes, metals, coins, textiles and decorative art pieces. During 2005-06 modernizations, development of galleries of Art, Archaeology and Anthropology sections were undertaken. The programme of Photo documentation has been undertaken in a big way by the Museum. During the period under review, security arrangements were modernized and strengthened.  Further development of preservation unit has been done. The museum organized In-service training courses, national/international seminars, mobile and traveling exhibitions, outdoor workshops etc, as part of educational and cultural activities. The programme of publications and production of documentary films were further strengthened. Indian Museum has been designated as a nodal museum of Govt. of India for development of museums in the North- Eastern region.  The Museum rendered its technical and financial support to District and State Museums of various North Eastern States during the period. 

SALARJUNG MUSEUM, HYDERABAD

The Salarjung Museum, Hyderabad came into existence on 16th December, 1951. It is an Institution of National Importance declared by an Act of Parliament in 1961. It is a repository of the artistic achievements of diverse European, Asian and Far-Eastern Countries of the world. The major portion of this collection was acquired by Nawab Mir Yusuf Ali Khan popularly known as Salar Jung III. The main functions of the museum are collection, preservation, organizing exhibitions, conducting research, educational and publication activities. During 2005-06, conservation of the museum building and its modernization / renovation was undertaken. During the period under review, the Museum reorganized Far Eastern and Porcelain Art in enamelware galleries.  Stores to keep / preserve the art objects have been modernized. The upgradation of Library and conservation of manuscripts / documents / books were undertaken by the Museum during 2005-06 and 2006-07.  15 exhibitions were organized as a part of cultural and educational activities.  Around 29600 art objects were computerized/ documented.  Digitization of rare and precious library books is being undertaken.  Nizam’s Jewellery exhibition was organized by the Museum during 2006-07 by providing proper security. Reorganization of galleries was undertaken in a scientific way. On review after performance of the Museum by the Ministry it has been found that the Museum has been catering to the public particularly, the art-lovers in a very satisfactory way. 

VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL (VMH), KOLKATA

Victoria Memorial Hall, an institute of national importance, was set up under Victoria Memorial Act of 1903 with particular emphasis on Indo-British History.  The Memorial houses a large collection of water colours, coins, maps, arms and armours, manuscripts etc. While the initial collection and the arrangements are seen as composite representation of the Empire, the post independence collection could be termed as a quest for Indian identity, albeit national identity. The major activities undertaken by the Memorial during 2005-06 and 2006-07 (upto December 2006) are preservation, restoration and conservation of art objects and documentation, cataloguing and verification of art objects, etc. VMH also extended financial assistance to various museums for taking up museum development activities. A temporary exhibition on “Passage to India, Yesterday and Today” was organized at Rome, Italy.  Various other exhibitions were organized in India during the period under review.  Central Hall, Portrait Gallery, Entrance Hall and first floor of the galleries of VMH were modernized.  Conservation work of art objects and modernization of galleries of some museum in the North-Eastern States were undertaken as a special initiative towards development of museums in North-East Region.  As part of its activities, VMH organized Seminars, Workshops and Art Camps. A special mention may be made regarding production of the documentary film on Rabindranath Tagore by VMH during the period under review. On reviewing, the functioning of Victoria Memorial Hall has been found to be quite impressive by the Ministry.    

ALLAHABAD MUSEUM ALLAHABAD

The Allahabad Museum was established in 1931 under the Allahabad Municipal Board. It was declared as an Institution of National Importance in 1985. The programme relating to acquisition of art objects and publications of the Museum continued during the period under review. The Museum organized many art exhibitions during the period. Educational and cultural activities have been duly attended to for the benefit of the people, especially students. The Museum fabricated replicas for establishing Museum Corners in private schools and colleges and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas. The Museum has undertaken reorganization of reserve collection in a big way. Photography and Documentation was also taken up by the Museum during the period under review. The Ministry has been constantly monitoring the performance of the Museum and the functioning of the Museum.  

NATIONAL MUSEUM INSTITUTE OF HISTORY OF ART, CONSERVATION AND MUSEOLOGY (NMI), NEW DELHI


NMI is established as a society and declared as a Deemed University in 1989 offering courses and awarding degrees for M.A. and Ph.D in the fields of History of Art, Conservation and Museology. It is basically an academic institution offering courses in Museums and allied subjects. It is the only institution of its kind in India that is solely devoted to the museum related subjects.  During 2005-06, the Institute admitted 37 students in MA & Ph.D courses and 199 students in short-term courses. In 2006-07 the Institute admitted 31 students in M.A & Ph.D courses and 207 students in short term Art Appreciation Courses.  During the year under report, a new curriculum has been introduced for the M.A. courses.  The Institute also organized seminars, conferences, workshops, and special lectures.  Various research projects were undertaken and regular publications were brought out by the Institute.  Since its inception, the Ministry has been monitoring its functioning constantly. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENCE MUSEUMS, KOLKATA


National Council of Science Museums (NCSM), which came into being on 4th April 1978, was established with an aim to operate and maintain and develop new Science Centres in the country for the benefit of the society. The major activities are oriented towards the growth of science and technology and their application in industry and for human welfare. The other major objective is to popularize science and technology in cities, urban and rural areas for the benefit of students and for the common man by organizing exhibitions, seminars, popular lectures, science camps and various other activities for school and college students. During the period under review, NCSM established/maintained Regional Science Centres, District Science Centres, Sub—Regional Science Centres in various parts of the country. Over the years, NCSM has achieved its main objective of popularizing Science and Technology among the students and young entrepreneurs and also creation of awareness among the masses about the importance of science in their daily life. The Ministry has been reviewing the performance of NCSM regularly and it was found the Science Centres established by NCSM have been doing a credible work. 
LIBRARIES

Libraries are storehouse of materials for knowledge. The age old precious books and manuscripts and also the modern printed material are kept in the libraries for the use public. One of the functions of the library is to inculcate the spirit of reading and to develop reading habits among the people especially among the students and youth. These precious books and manuscripts which are built over the years are to be preserved and conserved for the posterity as these are part of our cultural heritage. The major libraries are as follows:- 

RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation (RRRLF) is an autonomous organization under Ministry of Culture. Secretary (Culture) has been officiating as the Chairman of the Foundation and the Board to supervise the functioning of the Foundation is in place.  The Library Foundation has been implementing two major schemes by giving assistance to Small Public Libraries by extending financial assistance under matching and non-matching programmes.  Many libraries which are used by the common man are being benefited by the schemes implemented by RRRLF. During the year under review, RRRLF expanded its activities by taking up a collaborative programme of strengthening rural libraries along with Nehru Yuvak Kendra Sangathan (NYKS).  The Book Selection Policy of the RRRLF has also been streamlined. The study was conducted by commissioning ORG-MARG to evaluate the effectiveness of the various schemes of the Foundation.  Based on the findings of the study, RRRLF has introduced certain changes in their relatively backward States by increasing the Foundation’s percentage of assistance.  The States have benefited immensely from these revised norms.  Over and above this, a new initiative of setting up ‘Childrens’ Corner’ in public libraries has also been launched by the RRRLF with a view to encouraging use of libraries by the children. The Ministry has been continuously monitoring the activities and performance of the RRRLF. 

DELHI PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Delhi Public Library (DPL) caters to the people of National Capital Territory of Delhi both in urban and rural areas. DPL has grown into a premier public library system of the country and has become the busiest public library in South Asia. Modernization of library activities is a continuous process of DPL. The work of conservation and preservation of books has been strengthened during the period under review. In order to improve the proficiency/skill of the Library staff, DPL has undertaken training programme to its library professionals. The functioning of DPL has also been closely studied and evaluated by the Ministry

ARCHIVAL LIBRARIES

KHUDA BAKSH ORIENTAL PUBLIC LIBRARY, PATNA

The Khuda Baksh Oriental  Public Library, Patna is an institute of national importance and is fully funded by Ministry of  Culture.  It is essentially a research institution possessing 20443 manuscripts of rare value in different languages and 263113 printed books and over 2000 original paintings of Mughal, Rajput, Oudh, etc. During 2005-06 and 2006-07 (up to December), the Library has undertaken repairing and chemical treatments of 156759 manuscripts and books and 11188 books/manuscripts were fumigated.  Many pages of rare manuscripts were digitized during the period.  The library organized seminars/ lectures and other programmes related to manuscripts for the benefit of students and for the general public.  On reviewing the performance of this Library, it has been found by the Ministry that the funds provided to this library commensurated with the achievement/ results made by this Institution. 

RAMPUR RAZA LIBRARY 

Rampur Raza Library, an institute of National Importance, came into being in July 1975, under an Act of Parliament.  The library has a unique collection of manuscripts in Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit, Urdu, Turkish and in other Indian languages.  It has also a rich collection of miniature paintings numbering about 5000.  The Library has 20,000 manuscripts and 80,000 printed books.  The library provides monitory assistance to scholars in the shape of senior/ junior fellowships for promoting research works.  The library organizes seminars, workshops, exhibitions and lectures series.  A seminar on manuscriptology and preservation of manuscripts were organized in the month of February 2006. During 2006-07 the library undertook acquisition of number of printed books, manuscripts, periodicals, art objects, etc. The library has organized seminars, workshops, Kavi Sammelan, Exhibitions and special lectures during the period under report. Workshops were also organized during September, 2005 and February 2006 for the benefit of scholars/academicians and research workers.  The functioning of the Rampur Raza Library is constantly reviewed by the Ministry of Culture. The reviews conducted by the Ministry during the last two years led to the assessment that the library has been successful in undertaking the work it was assigned. 

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY, KOLKATA

The Asiatic Society, an institution primarily concerned with research activities, was declared as an institution of national importance.  It is the oldest repository of materials of culture both artistic and intellectual in this sub-continent.  It has a vast collection of rare and valuable books, old manuscripts, oil paintings, coins etc. of both Hindu and Muslims periods.  The Society has programmes relating to development of library system, development of museum and its user facilities, augmentation of research and publication programmes.  It also undertakes research projects on North-Eastern Region.  The work relating to restoration of oil paintings, conservation and preservation of manuscripts and other archival documents of historical value are attended to by the Society.  The review of its performance conducted by the Ministry of Culture for the last few years indicated that the Asiatic Society has been providing valuable service to the academicians, research scholars and to the general public who are interested in the rare manuscripts, books and paintings.  

THANJAVUR MAHARAJA SERFOJI’S SARASWATI MAHAL LIBRARY, THANJAVUR

Thanjavur Maharaja Serfoji’s Saraswati Mahal Library, Thanjavur is one among the few medieval libraries that exists in the world.  The library was declared as an institution of national importance in 1983.  The library has a rich and rare collection of manuscripts on art, culture and literature.  The manuscripts mostly are in Sanskrit language exceeding 39300 nos. and written in Grantha, Devanagri, Nandinagari and Telugu scripts etc. In addition there are 3780 Tamil manuscripts comprising titles of literature and medicines.  The library possesses 3076 Marathi manuscripts.  The library is primarily engaged in preservation of valuable manuscripts, publication of papers and providing assistance to scholars and readers.  The major activities of the library preservation and conservation of manuscripts and books, publishing books from manuscripts in different languages, book collection programme for library cataloging of books, assistance to research scholars, conducting seminars and training course of manuscriptology and conservation.  Three days workshop on conservation of library materials was conducted by the library.  Fire sensor system was installed in the library.  Installation of CCTV.  The website of the library was launched through NIC, Chennai.  The functioning of the library has been reviewed from time to time by the Ministry.  In these reviews it was found the library has been providing valuable service to the scholars, academicians and to the general public.

MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD INSTITUTE OF ASIAN STUDIES, KOLKATA

The Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies, Kolkata, established in 1993, is an autonomous organization fully funded by the Government of India. Institute is a center for research and training of life and works of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad with the study of social, cultural, political and economic movement in Asia from the middle of the 19th Century.  The Institute maintains a library of books, newspapers, still photographs and material on the secular traditions of modern India and events of the 19th Century which are available to the public for study and research.  The ancestral house of Maulana at 5, Ashraf Mistri lane, Kolkata  has been renovated and Azad Memorabillia Museum has been set up there.  The Institute has also been shifted to this place.  The construction of Institute’s building at Salt Lake has also been approved and an adequate amount has been deposited with the CPWD for taking up the construction work.  The working of the Institute has been found to be quite impressive during the period under review.

GANDHI SMRITI & DARSHAN SAMITI(GSDS)

“Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti” was formed in September, 1984.  Among the basic aims and objectives for which the “Gandhi Samiti” was set up for preservation, maintenance and up-keep of Gandhi Smriti and Gandhi Darshan Complex and to propagate the life, mission and thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi by organizing various socio-educational and cultural programmes.
The Society of the Gandhi Smriti & Darshan Samiti is headed by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India and Dr. Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee is the Vice-Chairman of the Society.  The working of the GSDS during the year under review has been satisfactory.  The renovation of the GSDS Complex undertaken by CPWD has been completed except the electrical and horticulture works.  Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti attach great importance to the propagation of Gandhian values amongst different segments of society through meaningful programmes.  During the period under review GSDS has undertaken regular programmes with educational institutions such as Interschool elocution contest for Dandi March Running Trophy, organized programmes for youth, programmes to mark the 100 years of Satyagrah and many commemorative programmes.  The functioning of GSDS has been reviewed by the Ministry from time to time.

NEHRU MEMORIAL & MUSEUM LIBRARY (NMML)

The Nehru Memorial & Museum Library which is a prime research center of modern Indian history.  NMML consists of a personalia museum on the life and times of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru and a library comprising of books, periodicals, newspapers and photographs with a special emphasis on the history of modern India and allied subjects, a Manuscript Division, a Reprography Division for microfilming historical documents and records and an Oral History Division and a Research and Publication Division.  The Museum imparts education on freedom movement in India through visual media.  NMML organized seminars and lectures on various subjects including nationalism in India. During the year under report.  NMML drew visitors from all over the country and from abroad.  NMML has been headed by the Minister for Culture during the year under review.  However, the Institution does not have a full time Director.  The formalities of appointing a full time Director is under progress.  However, the Institution worked well during the year by enhancing its acquisition of private papers and increasing the number of recordings of oral history.  Besides, the NMML also brought out important publications, which include a comprehensive volume on ‘Gender Equity’.  The functioning of the museum has been constantly reviewed by the Ministry of Culture.

INDIRA GANDHI RASHTRIYA MANAV SANGRAHALAYA, BHOPAL

Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya (IGRMS) is an autonomous organization under the Ministry, which is engaged in presenting the integrated story of bio-cultural evaluation of mankind with special emphasis for highlighting the richness and diversity of cultural patterns of India and its underlined unity through different museum education and salvage programmes.  The major programmes of IGRMS is its infrastructural development focusing on development of the Indoor Museum Complex with a new facility for exhibitions, education and outreach programmes which inter-alia includes interactive ‘Do and Learn’ education programme, in-service training programmes for museum professionals and organizing workshops, seminars, symposia, lectures etc.  IGRMS also undertakes a programme of Operation Salvage for collection of rare objects, audio-video documentation and research of cultural traditions.  During the period under report IGRMS achieved tremendous progress and their programmes / activities.  The Ministry has been reviewing its functioning constantly and the performance of IGRMS is found to be in accordance with the objectives for which the organization was established.  

INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL CENTRE FOR THE ARTS (IGNCA) : 


IGNCA was established as an autonomous trust in 1987.  It is a center established for studies encompassing all the art forms with their own integrity, yet with in the dimension of mutual interdependence.  The IGNCA seeks to underpin through its programmes of collection of resource material and fundamental research in the field of the arts and humanities, the inter relationship with the disciplines of science, physical and material metaphysics, anthropology and sociology. The funds for running the academic programmes and meeting the administrative expenditure of the center are met out of the interest earned out of the corpus fund.  Funds have also been provided to the Center for its selected projects / schemes and also for its building projects.

INSTITUTES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF BUDDHIST AND TIBETAN STUDIES.

For the development of Buddhist and Tibetan studies the Ministry of Culture has two autonomous institutions namely, Central Institute of Buddhist Studies, Leh and Central Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies, Sarnath, Varanasi.  These institutes promotes the development of Buddhist and Tibetan studies through their academic/research programmes.  

Central Institute of Buddhist Studies, (CIBS), Leh

The Institute plays a very important role in development of Buddhist Culture in Ladakh,  a predominantly Buddhist place.  The area of Ladakh, borders China as well as Pakistan and is not only strategically very important but sensitive as well.  In the year 1995-96, Ladakh Autonomous Council came into existence because of distinct cultural identity of Ladakh region.  The main purpose of the CIBS is to develop multi faceted personality of the students through inculcation of the wisdom of Buddhist throught, Literature and Arts with familiarity of modern subject.  The Institute aims at promoting the study of ancient Shastras History and Culture Languages such as Hindi, Sanskriti, English, Tibetan and Pali are imparted to students.  The study of modern subjects like History, Political Science, Arithmetic, Economics, Comparative Philosophy, etc. are given due emphasis by the Institute. The construction of Academic Block, Library Building, Administrative Block, Staff Quarters, Hostel Block and the other infrastructural developments in the building complex have been completed by the Institute. The construction of the Auditorium, Guest house, one Hostel Block and 20 residential quarters are in progress.  As part of its activities CIBS undertake acquisition of books for the library, organizes seminars, symposia, special lecture on national and international topics, publication programme for publishing rare books/ manuscripts, and preservation and development of Traditional Laddakhi Arts/Culture.  The functioning of CIBS has been reviewed by the Ministry from time to time.  

Central Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies, (CIHTS) Sarnath, Varanasi

The Central Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies, Sarnath, Varanasi was established in 1967 with a view to educating the youth of Tibet and the Himalayan border areas of India.  After reviewing the progress of the Institute the Government of India accorded the status of an autonomous body in 1977.  The Institute has steadily progressed since then and the Government of India declared the Institute a “Deemed University” in April, 1998.  The Institute made qualitative improvements in the teaching, research, library and in administration areas.  It increased its collaboration programmes with foreign and domestic institutions.  CIHTS has incorporated many programmes and strategies to provide necessary dynamism to its higher educational system.  During the period under review, CIHTS has undertaken the work of re-designing the courses, qualitative improvement in the teaching, adequate training for teachers and strengthening of research activities.  The Ministry has reviewed the performance of the Institute for the last few years and it has been found that the Institute is engaged in providing excellent opportunities for the development of Tibetan Studies.  It attracts students from countries where Tibetan Buddhism has roots i.e. Mangolia, some Republics of Russia and China.  The functioning of the Institute has been constantly reviewed by the Ministry.

Nav Nalanda Mahavihara, Bihar

The Nav Nalanda Mahavihara is an institute dedicated to post-graduate studies and research in Pali language and literature and Buddhology, which was established in 1951 with a view to reviving some of the past glories of the ancient University of Nalanda.  A number of dignitaries have visited  this place. Recently His Excellency Shri A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, President of India had announced establishment of a Peace University by upgrading the existing Mahavihara to International standard. During the year this Institute has been accorded the status of Deemed-to-be University. The place is integral part of Buddhist Pilgrims Circuit. Department of Tourism is also spending funds to make it a high profile place. The Institute has completed renovation of Xuan Zang Memorial Hall at Nalanda with active cooperation of Chinese  authorities. The Memorial Hall was inaugurated on 12th February, 2007 in the presence of many dignitaries from India and China.
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