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&R, 490(37).—aTFE, oA 04.02.2003 T HTHT e ATALAAT H=AT 22/2003- HHT-4[F,

FHH HEAT 5, faarh 01.03.2011 H HAT-goF Aag==T F=A7 26/2011 i fa=i% 31.3.2015 i
STEFEAT H&AT 14/2015 F FTET | ST R HATAT G ST TRATAATHF ARaelt Maid sfiT e
25.10.2011 T &T.F1.5. g&ar 800(3) g1 AfSg=a Atag=ar & ATSFAT § HHT ok F qa & ge
TR FA & (0 AAriad w1 aegall & THae T W@-EE & ou Aetaieg gt aiEmaaes
INEIREEAGIS I TG
2. ¥ gR=TeHTHs awredT fEia HEr gew d9dt frees arm F o agaa a9 wraeget i
FATHAAT % AATT T ATL S, FA(Th TR ATHIT ATGST (R SURTAT AT ST FILTAA/ATE Fedy
H TR § 8 STET ATHTASI AT [ T ST Fideh AT =T €T F T ITT F T g | 39
AT gl F Said ge TH-95 & 0 e Fi3d a1l Sagraa/ae it Mefataa odat it
EEER P U TT A
(F) AT A & o0 S=qriad FArhia AT rEwq o @i T §uamad g, a1 6 =1t g
FF9T FT T2 B, TOFFT U GURBTAAT F AT TS SIHATrd FAL g ST IFHT FATTATT 3T
TURTAT | TaHT = oI gl

(@) STFT (F) F TS g, [t §Ugrad & qreay (e fortad & g
(i) AT AT TT LR G FATIAT s TAZTAT |

(i) AT IS FILAT R AT FATACT HEATT AT TL-TLHTE FEAT, ST HETEET Gsirsheor fafaam,
1860 F SicRia FreT HTETSEr % =9 | Usiiga g a7 sudt sfefaaw, 1956 $T o 25 %

2605 GI/2015 (1
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ST UF TS (e wadt & &7 § A g a1 oo o= s, 1890
STAETAL 6 AT hET TH 6 T H GS(19hd & AT Hls Toi I TL-ATHHRL HTNE 0T &
T IR FAFAtertera ot it =i 5247 2

UL AT 2(@) (i) H TAT AATase e AT VAT TUSTAT/STE TALN ST HIHT [ AT AT 7 {1

FATH(AAT T SATATT FLAT ATZAT &, FT TERA H1AT F f377F 01 774, 2011 F¥ HroT-9075 STEg==r
AT 26/2011-5147 % | Tt fAfafase sHror-os greq FAT g, B §Arerd § 37 g1 9
TTTEERTT ST9Tq ST qfod (FUEMAd)  gRT SAqHIad AT ST UHT THIO-95 ST &3 |§ 0F
ORI HATAT 1T (g “ITTEha Stteery” g 6 FH10 Iqd=a a7 [aad (Jugmy), (SEr |t
AT gT) T a8 Aqce Ol o SUgraa/ae Jo<l =4 Anesdt Ml o Suiea |iar-geh
Fferg=aT § o7 fAfgd a9t o|t & T #3d §| 9efaq SUgad/ae Ia FArha & A i
Freatas® O § 7 § 7 q a9dg [d TR F AUierd THI-957 ITeq Hadr| HHT-90 Al e &
ATT FATRAAT 6 forg == Antedt fgiat & T 2(@) (i) § 7a7 s @serem/ar @@ g
THTOT-T5 YTeq el SaefT TR MeTga g

(F) HETSd TUSTAA/AE TALT F T ATATA (S AAAH- & o €T H T S AT § Ifodred
FTEATAST T Tt g e - & § =9 AnTeefl fgidl % a7 §ov s T § J977-
T ST T o (o0 (A< (§UgTed), Hehia HaATe il e wi|

(@) TURAT | AU TToq g ¥ FER(d FATAT AT GUTAT TANT FAT SAEF Ty ITIFT
T 9o Atere=aT § T fafafdse Tt ot 7 @1 F2ar § & qgl daell ST & 99979 <0 §
AT ATAT FATRIAAT o 17 9[ HIHT L[eeh AT I FraAdTseh a1 & (0 THT-T5 ST Feed
= forT SUgTera/ane AT & ITeq Saad U% Fars FHT| TS TUgrad/ae Ja<r Tol odi &
T AT § A TS SATeary” g U THI0-05 G & Y (A teriad &7 Jerae wed

o forT @reqs ITTEsTT {(5aa a=d (AUgred)} & THeT T&qa AT ST ;
(i) SEATAHRAT Tk UAT HUGTAT FAAT UF A TALT HATAd FLaTl g OeH STAar il a9 Higd
FT AT FIA &

(ii) TS/ &= # VAT SUEA AT AE AL TARAT &, SHHT T ATHAT et AT AT oM
ey 7 g

THTU-T5 U2 SEHIq HATAT % T TR T Seael? (o0 SO T 36 WTTEda STTeshmr gmer

AT FARTAA/AE Tt T ST AT SO SUEraa/ane it ®1 AT 6T /@ Jw -1 38

ST F T AT F q o aut B Aty F w g @ siw sl dyar fr satyr F S

TARGTAT/AE FET FIRT TRTAEq A/ FATHAT % Tg-ATATAL 6 (T TH THIT T

(1) T "UTTEFT ATIHTLL” FT Fded T (o qg T (o1 SATEE il TTTH Al TG T A qoq18 il
Frater & Hae qUgred (AT)/ATE T (FT) H T2UT &G FATHAAT o T80 HHT e AT 6
T = AnTedT REial & ava THI-93 ST &, q90q o ea® augrad (I)/#me Jar
(A1) 7 = AR FrEiar sfiv ITFT |HT o stteeEar & 797 Gfafdse a-dft oaat &1 @
T o ATT-ATT T ST IEATaSIl hl TE&d AT (&AT Bl

HERd HATAT GRT FFT “aTreehd SIfasml” Sia" wrad | 9T #7 T@-vand war Sae foar

STATT S o Q9T § AT (AT FATRAAT 6 Harel H ITeh FIT AT THTT-91 6 q1C H AL 39

21T S 28 TSI o T S9ek gTer werurerw f3ham sroam)
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5.

= qraelT frgmat & T2 2 (@) (i) # Fo7 A 50T e 67 T a9l & SUgear g0

RTAECE/FATR QAT & (79 ST o St g it sroer it Rufa 4, gafaq vz & e

TR AT I oY 3 ATaelT Frgiar &f e § Tad gu Hige Aled THI-9T ST FHi|

FATHAAT % T @A T AT 6 o0 HHT ok Gaefl e & qrT FATHIT H7 SATT FLed

Tl HAGTAL/SATE TALT %0l HFTE SreRErT gl :

(F) TUSTAT AT F ATAL AT AT TR & AT A H HaF I TAL § (I FUZ | AT Fed T
FEQEA AT FATRIAAT DI T TAT “YTTAFT AT T qF SATATT 6 oAT FeATE &7 & AT
THET ¥ AT Trg Aal (T

(@) TUGTAT AATIAT FAT a8 AT FATHIA 6 = T2 AIAT dadr2e I 497 &7 F I8 307 Fd
TU T < |IAT 9% & AT 8 e 6 Said AATd 6T AT &, ATATS H[ 3T THHT 1@-
@ H

AR TTTEERTT AT “aTiedha sty ot o a8 Fiaraegett H1 AL #3 qohd g IT FdAT a8 H7

TALTA0T FXaT Fohd & fiT SURTAA/3E AT T2 & AT HSTT & ST AATAT Fiel | aeq AATEAT §

=T U AEeror & forw wfarna srfasrrdy = 39k wfaffer v agt s i st

S AnTeelt il & faeT oft Seetee it Rafa ®, “wifeepa stfearty” g Serer/ene Fat &

ST oA ST SHTOT-97 T4 &7 (Feea 21 SIS SUgTad 39 U2 4TS Aigd HIHT S AT 61 qaarT

T ST HAT Lo TTEEHR0T o TR ot o Bfaast & siava 79 y&ted s & forg o

IeaLardT gl

AT, T Toh ST T ATAST e SUGTAT I IJeer=d 6 (70 ThTs Teqd He /AT G FLd T TFh

qAIT T Gl [RAT AT , T TR HIHT-4[h, ST AT SATST [k FT AT FA et AT i off

ATR9T ST gl AT STTa|

[%T. . 13-6/2010-UH.1]
YIS S, T T
ATH - F

UG # Yai g FATH A/ TaEg3A & AT & forg diAr o # g2 §g g o
bkt

Ik
AT HUGTAT FT T & ST TR G915 F AL Higd 919 i qaT

TUZTAT *hl TITAAT il AT | TIGTAT THT o TeT/EaTHed daefl Iearerst #f
UF T Fowe T AT AR

USta fe-arareft e, afees forfaes @t o st 2o % =91e sfiT za+
TS ToRE0T AT ST

FT TAGTAT ATH STAAT o [o1T AT B

AT HIRTAT § ARTCRT BT Torer 90k 2 A1 fehdh i =ag feordt 2 T, w9
foehe & TTd T FAAT &F A7)

FT TEATAT FATHAIT/IAETAT 6 SATT o (AT AaGH GUGAT FIT T8
JaE (ST AT (T & wA SR st T B I, F g
TR ST T YT SAIEH il U I HeRe a6l S|
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7 FAT SATAEH AUGTAT FIT FATH AT/ AT o SAATT oq G2 Taol ol T il
TE g, FAr gi=a T so) afe gf av aoeet s

8 FAT AT FATH AT/ A0 STaa SUgrad § et Tee & o smama
T ST RN & AT AEATE AT TRAAT 6 0 Foar agadi A § arrai 1
Ieerg WY T STy

* 2 sraeds g v sfafeard ofte 1 o B s

AT HIgT Aied ATdash TUgrad
6 AT FEATALHRAT T GEATAL
IEGIED
T
AqATH -
YUGTAT A TRAT & FATHIAT I/ TEAETAT I HIAT 5 Fe it T G AT & qT ISl i (79 g=T

G Y 91U
AT EH FUGTAL/HEATT GIT T2 & FATH AT/ TAETA F HTHT [ AT AT & (o117 ATEET 6
AT =6 ST AT H 1T gearast & qa & S[1u:-
1. gt s § @7 o T s o=

2. AAEF TUGTAT/ HEATH il & ATHAHTIONT TSI THTTI 0l T |
3. fAAferfaa oo % ®9U 100/- F AT-AQTAAT 0T I9T GT 3T GURTAT FT Ui e Fed el
TTTEha geareriand ] g1 [ATead geareaid aaqagar 97 (asT )

(F) AATTAT FATHITAT/TIIEEGAT HT kel AT TF T2 HIL F @87 & T H TS Alfwwh AT T-HIToF
=T 3 AT AT SMEH-YEH Tl FohaT ST AR Ul

(T SATeET FUZTAT/ATE AL, AT STAAT o [o1T AT ST AT il SAHTT &)

(3T) STEF TARTAT AT ATE AL T ATATH TG TICE T F TAZTAT IT ATE TALT o HATAT A F o
2|

(FT) STEEF HUETAT 6 THT F HATed TgT / FATHA SEqTasT =0l &9 SATHAHATIOT TT|

MINISTRY OF CULTURE

NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 28th May, 2015

G.S.R. 490(E).—In pursuance of general exemption Notification No. 22/2003-Customs dated 4.2.2003, Serial
No. 5, Custom Notification No. 26/2011-Customs dated 1.3.2011 and No. 14/2015-Customs dated 31.03.2015 and in
supersession of the Operational Guidelines issued by the Ministry of Culture and notified vide G.S.R. 800(E) dated
25.10.2011, the Government is pleased to issue the following revised operational guidelines for the supervision and
maintenance of art objects that are imported with exemption from payment of customs duty:

2. These Operational Guidelines shall apply to import of all antiquities and works of art that are permitted for
custom duty-free import, as they are intended for exhibition in a public Museum or a private museum/gallery where the
public has access on payment of entry fee or otherwise. The museum/ art gallery applying for an exemption certificate
under these guidelines must fulfill the following conditions:

(a) The work of art, or the antiquity, proposed to be imported must have been purchased by the museum itself, or
by an individual who has a long term agreement with such museum, and is intended for exhibition in that
museum.

(b) For the purposes of (a) above, a museum shall mean:
(i) a museum run by the Central or State Government;

(ii) or a Statutory Body or an Autonomous institution or a non-governmental institution, that is registered
as a Society under the Societies Registration Act, 1890 or incorporated as a Public Limited Company under
Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956, or a Trust registered under the provisions of the Charitable



[ 9/ I-8ve 3(i)] YA T TSI STHIERT 5

Endowments Act, 1890, or a registered non-profit body corporate or a private entity of the type mentioned
above.

3. Any such museum/art gallery as specified in category 2(b) (ii) above, which intends to import works of Art
without payment of customs duties will have to obtain a certificate as specified in Customs Notification No. 26/2011-
Customs dated 1st March 2011 from Ministry of Culture, which shall be approved by Competent Authority for the
purpose viz: Joint Secretary (Museums) in the Ministry. Before issuing such a certificate, the Deputy Secretary or
Director (Museum), (as the case may be), Ministry of Culture being the ‘Authorized Officer’ appointed by the Ministry
of Culture would satisfy himself/herself that the Museum/art gallery fulfills all the conditions as stipulated in these
Guidelines and the aforesaid Customs notification. The museum/art gallery shall obtain the requisite certificate from the
Government at least four weeks prior to actual date of import of artwork. The procedure for obtaining of a certificate by
the museum/art gallery as specified in Para 2 (b) (ii) of these guidelines intending to import artworks with exemption of
Customs duty shall be as follows:

(a) The authorized representative from the museum/art gallery concerned shall apply to Director (Museums),
Ministry of Culture for the issue of certificate in the Application format enclosed along with these guidelines at
Annexure-A along with copies of documents mentioned in the checklist enclosed as Annexure-B.

(b) Upon receipt of the request from the museum, the Museum Division of the Ministry of Culture would process
the application received from the museum/art gallery for the issue of a certificate facilitating customs duty-free
import of artworks into the country after examining whether the applicant museum is fulfilling all the
conditions as specified in the aforesaid customs notification. If the museum/art gallery meets all the conditions
then the ‘Authorized Officer’ will prepare a certificate and put up to the Competent Authority [Joint Secretary
(Museums)], Ministry of Culture certifying the following:

(i) The importer runs a museum or an art gallery which allows unrestricted access to public; and

(i) The building housing such a museum or art gallery is clearly meant for the operation of a museum or art
gallery.

The certificate will be signed by the Authorized Officer of Ministry of Culture and issued to the applicant
museum/art gallery by the Authorized Officer. The certificate so issued to a museum/art gallery shall be valid
for a period of 3 years from the date of its issue and would entitle multiple imports of antiquities/artworks by
the museum/art gallery during its validity.

() It shall be incumbent upon the ‘Authorized Officer’ to issue a Certificate under these guidelines for
Customs Duty-free import of artworks for display in the museum (s)/art gallery (s) within a period of four
weeks from the date receipt of the application towards it, provided that the applicant museum (s)/art gallery
(s) fulfills all the conditions, as specified in these guidelines and the aforesaid Custom notification and
submits all the requisite documents.

4. The ‘Authorized Officer’ appointed by the Ministry of Culture will maintain and register in his/her office in
which the details about the certificates issued by him/her in respect of various artworks imported in the country without
import duty will be recorded and initialed by him/her for this purpose.

5. In case of requirement of custom duty free import of antiquities/artworks by the museum of Central
Government and State Governments, as specified in Para 2 (b) (i) of these guidelines, the Head of the museum
concerned shall be the ‘Authorized Officer’ and shall issue the certificate under his hand and seal keeping in mind these
guidelines.

6. The responsibility of the museum/art gallery importing artworks with exemption of customs duty towards their
proper maintenance and safe-keeping will be as follows:

(a) The museum shall hold the imported antiquity or artworks in its collection at its premises at all times, either on
display or in storage within the premises and shall not take these out of the premises, even temporarily, without
the prior permission of the ‘Authorized Officer’.

(b) The museum/art gallery shall upload and maintain on its website, at all times an image of the imported antiquity
or work of art, specifying that it has been imported under exemption from payment of custom duty.

7. The Competent Authority or the ‘Authorized Officer’ may, at any time, inspect the object, or cause the object
to be inspected, and the museum/art gallery shall permit access to the Authorized Officer or his/ her representative for
such inspection to the display area or the storage area where the imported object is located.

8. In the event of violation of any of the above guidelines, the certificate issued to the museum/ art gallery by the
‘Authorized Officer’ shall automatically stand cancelled. The museum shall also be liable to pay the customs duty along
with interest thereon, and penalty as provided under the relevant rules and regulations of the customs authorities.
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Provided, however, that any such order or payment of customs duty, penalty or interest charges shall not be
issued unless the public museum has been given an opportunity to explain and/or rectify the violation.

[F. No. 13-6/2010-M.1]
PRAMOD JAIN, Jt. Secy.

Annexure-A
Application form for Customs Duty Exemption for Import of Artworks/ Antiquities for Display in Museums

SL Item Particulars
No.
1 Name and full address of the applicant Museum along with details of its Head and
official website
2 Date of establishment of the Museum. A self attested copy of the lease/ ownership
deed of the museum premises must be attached.
3 Particulars of the Management, Statutory Body, Autonomous Institution, Registered

NGO, Registered Trust, Registered Non-Profit Body, Public Limited Company or a
Private Entity) and its Registration particulars etc.

4 Whether the Museum is accessible to general public

5 Whether access of visitors to the Museum is free or paid. In case it is paid, indicate
the cost of the entry ticket

6 Please specify whether all relevant approvals have been obtained by the applicant

Museum from its Management (e.g Board of Trustees) for the import of the proposed
artworks/antiquities. Please attach a copy of the relevant approvals.

7 Please specify whether the exemption for import of artworks/ antiquities has earlier
been obtained by the applicant Museum. If so, furnish details.*
8 Whether the proposed artworks/antiquities are sought to be imported for permanent

exhibition in the applicant Museum or for a temporary-duration exhibition. Please
also give dates in case of the latter.

*Please use an additional sheet, if required.

Date: Signature of Authorized Signatory

Place: of the applicant Museum along with official seal

Annexure-B

Check List of Documents to be enclosed along with the application seeking Customs Duty exemption on artworks/
antiquities for display in the Museums

The documents given below in this check list must be submitted along with the request for Customs Duty-free
import of artworks/antiquities for display by the applicant Museum/Institution:

1. Completed application form in the prescribed proforma.
2. Self-attested copy of Registration Certificate of the applicant Museum/Institution.

3. An undertaking (in original) duly signed by the Authorized Signatory (with seal) representing the applicant
Museum on a Rs. 100/- non-judicial stamp paper undertaking on oath the following:

(a) that the imported artworks/antiquities shall not be traded or exchanged, for any monetary or non-monetary
consideration, either singly or as a part of a larger collection.

(b) that the applicant Museum/Art Gallery will allow unrestricted access to the public.

(c) that the building housing the applicant Museum or art gallery is clearly meant only for the operation of a
Museum or an art gallery.

(d) Self-attested copy of lease-deed/ ownership deed concerning the premises of the applicant Museum.
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