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TRIBAL LANGUAGES REQUIRE MORE THAN LITERARY MEETS

‘Mother tongue a must’

I eoopdoenios belaind trikel Bhe-

I cratune |5 s pesur as U peogale

wlao wrdte 1. Theme are numcrous
trilses all oner TnadEa andd sosme of those
trilsesimen and women express theim-
sebes ki wabcs, seritnem. 10 Braee that
mioal of the tribal culiuse amd tribal
creativity is in the form of song and
dace, but writbon weonds dne boecneas
ingly fuding thele place e teitsal D

Thae dritsal wirlters ity pen scags
and poctry, both for adults and chill-
deenn,  Tribal  sangs,  especially  of
Fharkbarnd aml soane otbwr places,
inchuding  Maharashtra, have msde
thicdr way [nio mowvics, thereln show-
g thcir acCeplandce andd duralailiny,
But, there are tribal writers, who write
thought-proamking essavs, read papers
1 seminaes and teach inoschoods, ool
leges and universiibes, They also write
nevels anad stk sorkes.

Names soch s Damayantl Bishra,
whn chadred twa sesskans on bath the
diys of the All India Teibal Weiters
heet, organised by Sahitya Akasdemd on
ke vocusion of te Intermational Day ol
Ehe Worbd's lesdigenoass Peophe agud os &
part o the Azmll Ko Ameit Maliotsay,
in kolkata retenthy; Hansadba  Sawsiene
dra Shekhar, wha, though a Saniall,
writes in English and is convent edu.
cated; Wichnmadindsng whio read a paper
ont Preservatbon and  deévelopanent ol
Indhiam Indigemois anguage i il sisth
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The writers feasl that
respective mother tongues
must e the medium of

instruction for
children, at least till
Class V

spsadionh of 1he Twoeaday mect anid feaches
I SEkKim Unibersty; or lainey lahn,
a young laly from Kerala, wlo read o
g Rrn bl s sessborn, ane guite wiell-
Krgnwn e lberary circles, You may think
thaat they are the better-ofl brithals, whis
are prrivlleged, ban the readity s thiy ane
all gremamedidl by tribal cultwre and come
froan Eribal milbeu, prevailing in differ
wnil paaeis af tlae country,

iy strongly belhove thal practising
sl anpotleir tongues - Gondl, Santall,
Purgl, Khasl, kokborok, ¢t - not only
while they are writing. but also when
thiey promede thelr work. They feel |
Is diffeeent and is the principal way
OF proserving and surturiog th it
wiplime i briadia, which Is asclverse and
coluriul o thwe sul-continent itell,

Al of ghese people already men.
thaned and others - like Dipall Deb.
harma, whe weites in Kobkborok and isa
teachver by profession and poet by pas-
sbom; humsd B, Sushilagpa, who wlles
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in Hakkiptkki, a teilal language of Kar-
nataka and b dan cogleer by peofes
sbopl, and whio fuas won ooy awands
for Daer licrary wisrks; Pushpa CGavi,
whion writes bn Gondl, o tribal language
of  Maharashtea; Dhanya Yengach-
ofy, o Eribal writes [rom Boeeals; Van-
dana Tete, another el weiter [romn
Jharkhand: Usha Klran Atram, belong-
ing top Ciowwl Aribe in Maharashin - feel
IR respeclive musthser tongues s
b the medium of instmction for chil
ilpen, at least ol Class V. This is for bet
ter legeating the trilal childoen into
thee ‘progeess’ ol e coussiry

Tlads Is the only way o make suee
that dribal kids do nat feel elibe
‘neglected” or Tell ow’, Amd this is
haggprening.  In o schools o Tripura,
Kokborok is tasghi, soys Delibanna
“Even CBSE Bosind schisnls ane teagh-
Ing Kokborok,"™ she adds, The faster
e ol mnne Atate ROVCTImenis go

the I:|]lur.1 way, itiv better for the
tribaals i Inckia
But, s there any  government

patronage {of praciising lesature in
el lamguapes? As 11 ks, we kisos that
EEVIVERE 34 an |l|"|L|1"F|-|'III1!"'|"II W T
even im nonelbal mainsiream lan.
guapes, mcluding Hindf and English,
s Wlfficult. And both Sushilappa amd
Dhebrsarana candidly acoept 1L Both
thie wornen sdmitted that bad fhey
it Ercen eiginecs and s hood 1eicher
respectively and had ol gol ample
suppeart from Phelr hasbands,  they
wolild have found @8 difficull to sas
tain thelr writing.

Whhile the award-winning Sush-
Uappa reveals that she hpd received
soifne TR 00 a8 advance roynhty amd
thiat is ome-time, mind you) (mom he
pudal ishier, 4 state govermment depari
ment;, Debbarmo ackmowlediges thiat
thie  Autonoateous  DHstelct  Couecils
(ADCs of Tripura had carmarkad a
Puclget fowr |1|,|1:|||-.!||H|:= ek fon Enibal
lampguenges. W fhds TE 00014110 1oy
aliy o getting one’ hoaks published
i ribteal fannguinges may it beade-
quate ptronage for the (ol writers
All ov'er tha Country.,

I'he government must o&o maore, o
amid abwwve organiing Heary meets,
to make the tribal languapes survive. .
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