A Omnibus Selection
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auri Shankar Kaina's Akouhisui Sodf
Gf!:md Koshrur Afana ks a collection of
35 short stories written in Kashmiri
Zenng the first two decades of twenty-first
century, b up 10 2022, by three generations of
whitirs. These writers, some of them veterans in
fenon writing, include Akhtar Mohiuddin, Hari
Krishen Eaul, Rattan Lal Shant, Hriday Kaul
Bharati, Avtar Krishen Rehbar, Deepak Kaul,
Colshun Majid, Makhan Lal Pamdita, Shafi Shaug,
Mupouh Bashid, Mohiuddin Rishi, Reop Knislen
Ehud, Kahim Fehbar, bfushiag Ahmacd Muslilog,
Mietdnoza [asn, Cauri Shankar Raina, Ratan Lal
lashar, Aviar Hupgami, Rajesh Kaul, Shakevl-ue
Rehman, Armar Malmohi, Ghulam Mabi Aotish,
Soban Koul, S Razi and olhers. 1 ks has stories
by !"L"-"ﬂ]-:,"\-u'l'ﬂlk.l'!{ink“H.llillll."lh-'lh“lllq"ﬂ.l"““
] Haz Tahar Bhd-:.;-.ll I'hal way thies v il
the: bk i wiery wigh wmd for U Birsl timvwe shuert
Hories of comparatively younger wrilers have
e included in a collection like this.

i The boak apens with a cletailed inbrodlus i

Book Reviews

= Hevieswed by Boop Krishen Bhat

ol Th papes b Flae ol
{hae svvgrall cosnEribmaianns of alemeai 4l 1be
listsea b imn A ool s woth apsy vhee memtuer
sliviws witw liglegl 1/ [has Pwask | 1
this e olbog N 1 nd our versatile chort chory wrter
Akblar Mohauddin Thae i Baken e
Lot Tk Wogionsy mis umnt ot L A
sbory " Alnats Alrals s diffenent from moes of s
carlier stopwes. |1 descesys ke menita it

af 4= PEOLAROnIs] W than i sLaFle s Bnom

Pt
T

m g hkar s«

Thie mesd <forny ‘Tot varkfa b oan
shirt sloey weiler Blacy Ermben B
el contlit ol a4 persen in s s o st

winter weather conditsens in hashmes 4 wer

well-crafbed stomy! Mot b sbofwes 3 = blnda
Kaul Bhaeati ansd Battan Lal =hant As s
Bharati's sory s i his unigue stvie of Wsing
::.}ln'.hﬂ'l;: Al UIVLLENTY =21 this case & ":--'."-':'-"'-
between Vikramaditva amd betaa
coirclisding senfenoe Ml wens wans o0
et Erbruresd ity Lol

Eha

Bhatan s
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I'""“F- vy Vaikeamaaddebna woll feimain Gl A
Wlipls") conveys e Ehense of The sBAMTY Ve
woll, “Diakhal by Bateain Lal shant = siosy sl
agtinedt e Bow b rowsind OF &G TANE Canap v B
e uleaad Ty o8 3 Lady dvasts thee Last ites bo e
partonmwsd by beer son-in Lave v bwe st el ok in
Boasbumir g, e anlstanes vepromised with
i silaklionn, bl was psmosl Bav D Taconisas ol
shanngaee b his Db, Ve story degicts thwe canip Lite,
frar ey hussas, awental gy sl the persistently
sntifing vinunstaness i e valkey of K. ashnir.
Shant's bachaigue aind charactenzalion ane very
Inapassive. Rattam Lak Shant is the only writer
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-mwgll'mwlier abalwraris wha has boen writing
‘-j'l-"l'lll_ﬂlll.'lll"l_l' amud hax conbributed 4 L bath as a
CIRARVE wkter amed o cridhy

Aviar Krishen Rehbar ks vel anodher master
short sory writer wha was sl alter Akhiar
Mohiuddin pa pablish his first slsrt story
collection Tabrukl in 1958 18e remained Busy
i other ke amd paplelinkaesd Ivis secomad Tassk
Yeelt paande svsily 1y 3004 ARl o auestnalde gage o
e vears and his thisd one Sorgadsen e psth
it 2009, The story “Sorgachen heran pyalh’ i the
lead story of the last collection and is a faiasy
o a radio prodiscer whe decides (o visii The
sadriy | heavenn’) te recosd an mserview with the
inhabitants over there bt is confromted by the
guards at the stairs of heaven. 1t ks s very well-
cratted storv depicting the professional nitty-
LMLy of a producer amd his state of mind,

Dwepak Kaul is vet another mamse of the first
generation writers who, through his limited
fiumber of stories, has created a niche in the
minds of readers through stories like *Safar ta
spet "Wael, ‘Raed' "Kakin® “Braer” and "Tourisl
boon”. "Choka daer” "Window of the kitcher) is a
very well-crafted story of two neighbours whose
houses stand face-to-face. In the story, Mohan Lal
cccupies the window of his katchen facing the
howuse of Madhav Kak who suspects Mohan Lal
of amonous intentions and rebulkes him as he is
father of & young daughter. The story binds the
reader Gl the end and the dialogues between
Maohan Lal and his wife are very interesting,

Gulshan Magid has a typaal style of narration,
H]\ripg wklien storses like " Aki racts hursd safar’,
‘Khashir lad huun', Sindis ardalas mane’, ‘Me
raa ranakh® e, b has prosced 1o e o versatiles
story teller. With his backgroursd in philusaphy,
the current story “Fantakh katha-¥ evelves ke
& true fafek kathe. The character of Sang Dev
I'“ﬂiﬁ.ﬂ Culshan's ph:ilnwph'u.ul mudrll amsl his
skill of characier buildirg, A very inteneasting stiary
which, howeves, is not meant for geeeral fasbems,
Chafi Shaugg, a versalile schilar prinsarily knisvn
as a good poet and critic, has been weiting shar
stories oocasionally Fier the Last several years. The

resent story “Safar aki lapshi huml® Clsmey
of o diead body’) is a story of a middbe-aged rich
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Jwha is kidnapped by tesrarisi g,
.1:11.::4.:|:|||:1;h his son Javed BERAFEs Paying ang
:wlu'nd acls s am :'nl'::rrm'r- Asd m""_‘ﬂt.
gl [Shat i kil el r.-..;-rnl-t-ﬂﬂrThf.' !l.!]r':f L Wiillen
i The |-.p;hﬁh1umf of militancy in Eashmir, T,
depiction of Suls Bhat's vartured body, setting
ol Ehve Coujor sheld and s inhabilants, cic j,
cnarvellous. Shaug's comamand on [Ingusge aa.
parration ja credigable.

Amsar Malmahi, kmowen Bl now &5 o schalyy
reavelist, critic and plavwright. has recently come
up with a collection wach of |.'.'nt1r:.r an:j shary
worbes. His short story “Turun kaapwath® {'Colg

incling stonc’] i3 taken from bis book. Velt patsy
rav " When trust is betrayed”) published in 2079
{15 o slory of a widow Shanta whose husband ang
sole beead-carner of family is killed by termonsts
in Kashmir, For economic reasons, the head of
farndly Sudarshan decides lo get his vounges son
Avtar married 1o Shanta, his Bhabli, Avtar, whos
mvuch younger to her and till then considered her
Tk his prother, firds it dlifficult 1o enter inte & fen
relationship with her. The symbolic title of the
story 55 explained by the auther in this sentence
dsl civaclch furmn kintrzeaTh e, poels mearmds fem
gaet. Tarti bol) bulwouz by funlon fie etk CYos
are like a cold grinding stone. Come close to my
body.” She ook off her Blouse and threw herield
on him.) Through his present story and stores
ke “Weli patsh raev. na soorvan safar’. Amar
Malmohi has proved to be a good story neller

Makhamn Lal Pamefits, who started his literan
journey post-displacement from Rashmir
published his fiest collection of shost stosies
Rarna plovier in 2000 and in just two decades
wrode seven collections of short stories. The
charactenic feature of his work is the derpricibon
of rural [ in bhae wollosasal roral language and
et “Fssade pac'l™ ("Kashmiri BManket'). a5
::!m mlr:.* imvplivs, is 4 similar story taken from
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e imtendds b gieal, Ax bad luck would have i,
ajaba Mir turns his side and sleeps over the
I.__-..nr.Furll'u'r:tncripli.ﬂnnf thie sibuatiom makes
imtrﬂﬁ"“!”“d the thied is beft with no aption
h.upwmmiw liis feaadar. Pandila’s narration of
b ey enS CTOAES AT interesting phece of humour
anvd satine,

sfohiuddin Rishi is known for writing mini
short stories. He has mastered the crafl of
conveying o message in the minimuarm number
of words. The author of two such collections,
he has 4 unique style of his own. ‘Maaji gobur’
[ Mother's pet child’) is a story of Javed who, as
achild, was scared of lightning and thunder but
after he becarne a terrorist, he turned a stone-
hearted person. However, he soon realized that
susch actions result only in bloodshed and misery
and e withdrew from the path of violence. His
companions did not take it kindly and eliminated
biimm. Rishi is sucoessful in conveying a message
in very few words and in simple language. ‘Pot
anlav” {The call’) by Roop Krishen Bhat s a story
of an old lady Tarawati who, after displacement
from Kashmir, lives with her son in Jamma and
subsequently with another son and his family
in Delhi. She is unable to reconcile herself with
the changed circumstances and the unfamiliar
environment. She keeps on remembering her
ald neighbours and friends in Kashmir whom
shee used bo meet and chat with on a day-to-day
basis an the bank of a river, Their calls reverberate
in her memories. She becomes psychiatric and
suecumbs to her nostalgia. The story depicts life
in exile, especially for older generation, their
deep bandage with the native place and the fact
that they coubd never come aut ol the hangover
aof Kashsdr.

‘vaehr] vAer [‘Anniversary’) by Mushtag
Ahmed Mushtaq is a story of a widowier Abdul
Kareem who Hves alone as bath his children live
outside Kaghmir. While sitting on a chair in the
lawn of his house, he gazes at the newspaper
which carries the anniversary ebituary of his
wife while her maid Saleema is attending Lo the
domestic chores. He gets caught between his
infatuation with her and his Jove for his diead wife
and his responsibilities towards children. A very

p & Compretiensive SRection

good slory writlen in simple inguage.

Rahim Rehbar, like Makhan Lal Pandita, is
a short story writer who has published seven
collectiona of shost slories. He i credited with
witthng the maximum nember of stories in
Kashmirt os his stories are comparatively shorter
or in mini form, He has his uniguee diction and
idiom. "Sati hund sshraay’ I:"ﬁl.lffﬂinﬁ.ll'lud I'mpr"]
is a story of & poor family of three members,
Saleem, his wife Rafla who is sick, and their
IEEnage son Mi]rgqm Saleem carries his son onhis
sheulders ko fetch medicine from the market for
his wihe. The author deseribes the night scens of
& ity in o meticulous way, The darkness sweeps
Salesm away from his feet when e finds his wife
dead after reaching home empty-handed,

Like Shafi Shansg, Majrooh Rashid is yetanother
scholar known primarily as a good poet and critie
bt turns to writing short stories occasionally.
“Siyah shabakis vaensakh vachas manz’ [In the
salitude of dark night’) is a story written in &
different format and style. He is influenced by
Hriday Kaul Bharati in his story writing. The
story depicts helplessoess of its protagonist who
is faced with difficult situations of present-day life
and, hu:phb-u-H{'wa}'.itmgu]ﬁrdb}' darkness
of night and unable to gauge the way. At Himes
hie hurns optimistic with the rising of certain stars
on sky but is depressed agaln and again with
theeir shart span. Stll optimistic, he waits for the
good times when he may be able to live his Life
an his own terms, Mehfooza Jaan is a prolific
wriber who has tried her pen inevery genre, She
has pullished three story collections so far. Her
story “Krekh' ('Cry’) Is an unusual story which
symibolizes human crisis in a unique way.

Cauri Shankar Raina has been writing short
storics both in Hindi and Kashmiri. He has
published one collection each in both the
languages, His Kashmir callection U-fust was
published recenly. “Truvah number seal’ [Seat
aumber thirteer') Is a story which takes one on a
joarmey from Jammy to Stinagar in & roadways
bus in which the focus shifts to a young boy and
a girl who start as strangers and become friends
during the day-long travel and are watched
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krt;:]:lll e elderly co-passenger Swaroop
Ff-? o T?E s 5:"'"13*5 at various places on its way

‘e, tood ete. and the author aptly describes
various situations, The story conveys the idea of
unpm"ﬁ““bim}' of existence ancd t"rindq one till
the end. '

There are many other interesting stories in
the collection by well-known authors. Worth
mentioning are authors like Ratan Lal Jawhar,
Shakeel ur Rehman, Avtar Hugami, Rajesh Kaul,
Sohan Koul, G. M. Mahir, Vijay Sagar and others.
Among voung authors Rinku Koul, Shahida
Shabnam and Razi Tahir Bhagat are a few names
that will be watched keenly in years to come. |
wish there were space and scope here to comment
on them all.

This collection of short stories is a welcome
addition to the Kashmiri prose. The editor
has done a commendable job by collecting
and compiling a vast number of stories from
great masters to younger writers. However,
there is a certain arbitrariness in the selection of
stories. This may be the result of the book being
compiled at the behest of an institution, that too
with a government imprimatur, where the editor
functions within certain constraints. For example,
there are a few stories from authors who are

marily known as short story writers. The

not pri
s0 looks arbitrary as

selection from youngsters al

e ——

A Comprehensive Selection

clude names like Deeba Nazir why

o does not in ¥
it does he Akademi in short stopy

has been awarded by t
writing.
mMoreover, t
is questionable
a true represen

he title of the collection in itse|f
This collection cannot be called
tative of the twenty-first century
shart stories because the samples from just twg
Jecades cannot justify the trends and forms of 3
genre spanning many decades. One never knows
what shape the Kashmiri story takes in the years
to come. Keeping in view that Kashmiri short
story is just seventy years old, many new trends
are expected to happen. That way the masters of
twenteth century may or may not be the masters
or true representatives of twenty-first century
too, Many more collections are definitely going to
be compiled and published in the years to come
which may perhaps be labelled as twenty first

century short story volumes 2, 3...etc.

Keeping all parameters in view, the collection
is definitely an important milestone in short
story literature and will serve as an important
reference book for the general readers and
researchers for many years to come. I congratulate
Sahitya Akademi for bringing out this volume
and appreciate the hard work put by Gauri
Shankar Raina in compiling and editing it. [ hope
Kashmiri readers in general shall equally relish
and appreciate the book.
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