Histoﬁa{l AR. Ve&afachélapathjf wins Sahitya
Akademi Award for work on VO. Chidambaram

(VOC  Letters), was pu-
Blished n 1984 when he

was just IT
“It s unexpected. Since
| T-M.C. 's book,

Bharathi Kaglamum K-
ruthum, this is probably

the frst research work o
get the award. Tamils gen-
erally feel that VOC did not
gt his due and, therefore, |
am delighted thar a book
on VOO won the prest-
ghous award. 1 also hope it
will inspire the younger
generation to study the his-
tory of Tamil society and
culture,” he told The Hin-
Tirunelverell  Esucciyum
Vao.Vuu CiYum 1808 dis-
cusses the uprising in T
neheli 114 s ki
March 1908, Eaer \'&”‘Eﬂwas

g

A R Menkatachalapatiy

offioe was gutted, Twenty-
SEVED PEFSONS Were con-
victed and semtenced For
participation in the ried”
according to the Sediton
(Rowlatt) Commimes e
poet, I

The incidem drew na-
tHonwide attention, and 5.
Kasaneriramnga Ivesygar, owr
er of The Mirdie, send & spe
clal cormespondent to Tir:
nefveli and Tuticorin (now
Thoothukudi) w report T
the newspaper.

It was the upgrising that
wilnessed ordinary peoplie
rally against the British and
stand  hand-in-hand  with
advocates and students. At
leass 10 jurka (horse cart)

drivers, a barber, an eatery
owmer, a goddsmith, a mar-
riage broker, three retired
policemen, a nathe doctor,
a cattle deader, a municipal
overseern, a labourer, a
woodcutier. a weaver and
many shopkeepers were
shot, arrested of convict-
ed. Im an inderview o The
Hiratie in 2022, Mr. Venka-
tachalapathy  requested
Chiel Minister M.K. Stalin
i erect a memaorial pillar
10 honour those who ook
pan in the uprising.

His other book. Suw-
aeshi Steam, gihvwes 3 de
tafled  account of ihe
lanch of the Soadeshi
Steam Navigation Compa-
ny by VOU in 1906, wiich
challenged the might of the
Britizh merchant nay.

=Ine beis verss autobiognm-
phy, VOO mentions meer-
ing Swami Ramakrishna-
nanda who, he says, sowed
the seeds of Swadeshi in
his hesart. Under VOC's lea:
dership, Tuticorin becane
thie hub of the Swadeshi
e meent i South India,
Terunebveli and Tuigcorin
drew allindia  stvention,

and YO became a nation-
al bero” Mr. Venlatachals-
pathy teld The Hindir

Other works

He viited the descendanes
of British Coflecior Bobert
W.DLE. Ashe, who was -
sassinated by Vanchinath
an, and published a collec:
Hon of esmays as Ash
Adichavaaril,

He complled Subrarms-
mia Bharas letters in The
Hinde, which wias pu
blishied a5 a3 book, Subra-
mianria Eharm: Wrikngs in
The Hindy. It was the only
organization that gave him
the space o express his
views during 1910 g0 1913,
when many publications
were  banmed by the
Britich.

The book, Tamil Cha-
racters, gives an intnoduc
ton o impostant Tansl
personalities, mcluding M
Karsnanidhi, M.G. BEama
chandran and Javalalithaa.

The Brigf History of A Ve
rv Big Book: The Making of
the Tamil Ercwiopacdio
disals with the making of a
Tamil Encyclopaedia.



Chief Minister
congratulates
historian on
winning award

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Wednesday
congratulated  historian
and writer A.R. Venkata-
chalapathy on winning the
Sahitya Akademi Award,
2024, for his book, Tirunel-
veeli Ezucciyum Vaa.Vu.Ci. .
Yum 1908.

In a social media post,
Mr. Stalin said the award
had come at a time when
Mr. Venkatachalapathy,
who had conducted re-
search on freedom fighter
V.0. Chidambaram for 40
years, had brought out
another book titled, Swa-
deshi Steam. “This gives
double delight,” he added.

Mr. Venkatachalapathy
had corrected the term ‘re-
bellion’ used by the British
rulers by changing it to
‘uprising’, Mr. Stalin
added.

Governor R.N. Ravi also
congratulated Mr. Venkata-
chalapathy on winning the
award.



