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Abstract

The lecrure will give a perspective view of the first four seages of digitisadon ar the Bibliotheque
Mationale de France (BnF), starting with 1989 when the idea of building an on-line digital
library cmecrged. After demailing its progress over the years, it will focus on the developmenis
during the the last 5 years, gver which the BnF has been erying so identify more of the relevant
corpora and to concentrare on the documents that only ie possesses. Towill also give derail abour a
request made in 2008 to the BoF for a digitizadon plan o cover all French libraries and the
subsequent implemenration of the BalF's policy natonwide.

Linking the con ;:cpr-:'d' 'national hericage" with the library collections, the lecrre will dwell on
the sensitive issue of copyright and protected workes, underdining the necessity vo reduce what has
heen called the ‘black biole of the rwenticth cennary’. T will also discuss the issue of fanding for
dig
and more & irgeted programmes) being made possible by several sources of income: subsidies

sarion projeces, the comprehensive sraregy of the Bol {combination of mass digirisation

from the State - private {ron-profit) foundatons interested in multinational programmes -
commercially based public/privace partnesships.

The distinguished speaker, who also holds the Chair of Europeana, will focus on the
achicvements of this foundasion (seting of srandard formats, consolidarion of 2 considerablc
mass of content, opening of dara, advances in technology) o draw condusions on whar has
beenican be dane in the field of digitsaton and what can be improved.

Speaker

FH BRUNO RACINE has been Chairmanand Chief Execurive
of the Bibliothéque Madonale de France, {the French
Mational Library) since March 2007.

Born im Paris in 1951, Bruno Racine studied ar the mose
prestigions French grandeséooles, the Ecole normale
supéricure, where he studied Classics, che Instiourd énades
politigues, and finally the Ecole nationale d'Administration
(EMAY which forms France's efire civil senvants,

Bruno Racine joincd the Cour des Compres, the French
nacional audit jurisdiction; in 1979, before being appoineed
tor the Cabiner of Jacques Chirac, then Prime Minister, in
1986, From 1988 to 1993, he was Direcror of Cultural
Affairs of the city of Paris. In 1993, he headed the Centre
d' Analyscet de Prévision at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

before joining the Cabiner of Alain Juppé, the then Prime
Minister, where Mr. Racine was in charge of strategic and culrral issues (1995-1997).

Bruna Racine headed the French Academy at the Villa Meédicis in RBome fram 1997 1o 2002,
before being appoinred Chairman of the Pompidow Cenere (2002-2007).

A distinguished anthor, Bruno Racine has written many books, among which are: Adien 4
I'Iealie {2012), Google ex le nouveau monde (2010}, Le Caedd Ohdessa (2007), Le Tombeau de la
Chrérienne (2002), L' Art de vivre en Toscane (2000}, and Le Gouvernsur de Morée [ F982).
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