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Governments should protect girijan sects: Sahitya Akadem

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

As many as 30 girijan sects are
prevalent in both Telugu
speaking States of Andhra
Pradesh, and it is the respon-
sibility of the respective
Governments to safeguard
their literature, language, and
dialects.

Speaking at the two-day
seminar on “Tribal literature in
Telugu speaking areas’ orga-
nized by Sahitya Akademi here
on Saturday, Akademi secre-
tary K. Sreenivasa Rao said that
the State governments should
take extra interest in safe-
guarding girijan literature and
customs.

“Adivasi literature is the
basis for the present-day liter-
ature and Adivasis can be con-

sidered as ancestors of the

Writer Enoch at the Tribal Literature in
Telugu Speaking Areas’ seminar in
Vijayawada on Saturday

present day literature.”

He said each Girijan society
had a rich literary heritage. He
said the world had advanced
technologically thus encour-
aging'people to pamper writ-
ten literdture. “Several unrec-
ognized languages are facing

" the threat of extinction.

Modern day youth hardly care
for them” He said the phe-
nomenon was shared all over
the world as several countries
did not care for tribal literature
and their prosperity.

“The tribal and girijan liter-
ature is full of the struggle of
the tribes, their survival, valour,
and prosperity.”

Renowned writer Enoch

~ said girijan and tribal literature

world over could be treated as
historical research materials for
various studies.

Mr. Rao also said the devel-
opment of civilization and
technology led to a dilution of
the girijan literature. “They are
losing their native flavour”

He said even as the some of
the established languages are
facing extinction; the State

governments should come up
with a concrete plan to protect
and safeguard girijan literature.

He said Sahitya Akademi
staged a seminar on Banjana
literature at Vizag last year
which was a success.

The day witnessed talk on
tribal mythologies, tribal songs,
and tribal women expressions.

A dance group from
Srikakulam pérformed Savara
Thongseng Dance, a tribal
gyration of the region.

Deputy Speaker Mandali
Buddha Prasad was the chief

est of the seminar in which
D Vizia Bhaskar, Director,
Department of Language and
Culture, eminent fﬂlElure artist
Bhakthavatsala Reddy, veter-
an tribal leader RS Dora and
renowned Telugu writer Enoch
took part.
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