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NEWDELHL In an effort to
widen the reach of its publica-
tions and increase book sales,
the Sahitya Akademi will go
for online sale of books—both
physical and electronic—
through Amazon.

This will be for the first
time in its65 years of history,
that Sahitva Akademi--
India’s premier literary insti-
tution working with the Min-
istry of Culture— will be sell-
ing books published by it in 24
Indian languages online. The
Akademi, which has regis-
tered itselfas vendor with
Amazon, will begin with sell-
ing ten English titles, which
will be available online from
January 20. For electronic
books, the Akademi has
already had preliminary
talks with Amazon teams
from India and Singaporeand
will enter into partnership
for the production and sale of
plectronic books. The part-
nershipis likely to happen

soon. “Ouraimis tosell phys-
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jcal books via portals and also
launch sale of electronic
books.This is part of our com-
mitment to carry best of
Indian literature in different
languages t0 Masses,

We will soon start selling
printed books through our
wehsileand also Amazon for a
wider reach and very soon
e-books will follow,” K Sreeni-
vasa Rao the Akademi's secre-
tary told HT. “On January 20,
2019 we will launch the sale of
printed books through Ama-
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zon, Firstupwill be 10
English titles. By March3l,
2019, we plan tosell 100
Englishand 50 Tamil titles.
Hindi will follow soon. Our
target is tosell at least 750
Akademi publications indif-
ferent languages. By mid
2020, we plan to launch about
100 electronic books in part-
nership with the Amazon,”
headded.

Among the titles, which
will be available are popular
bookssuch as ‘Parva: A Tale
of War, Peace, 'Bharata: The
NatyaSastra’ by Kapila Vat-
savan, ‘Myths, Legendsand
Literary Antiquities® by
Manoj Das, ‘Tales ol Tomor-
row' by Rana Nayar, and
‘Indian Short Stories — 1990-,
2000" by E.V. Ramakrishnan.

The Sahityva Akademi pub-
lishes about 500 books annu-
ally in 24 languages and cov-
ersalmost all the genresof
literature.

Most of Akademi’s gross
annual turnover of upto 3
crore is through direct pub-
lishing via book fairs, exhibi-
tons and stalls.




